ARTHUR MELLOWS VILLAGE COLLEGE
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PTA
Monday 12 March 2018
7.15pm
Present: Gill Bennett (Chair), Claire Cobourne (Vice-Chair), Sally Cook (Secretary),
Maurice Cook (Treasurer), Justine Rivetti, Claudia Samara-Tarazi, Kay Thompson, Steve Wilson
1. Chair's Welcome
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.
2. Apologies for Absence
Mark Betambeau, Mary Kiernan
3. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15 January 2018
It was agreed by the Committee that the minutes be approved as a true record.
4. Matters Arising from the Minutes
The website page had been updated with the minutes and new name for the PTA. A
report from the PTA had been included in last half term's Voice and another will be sent
for the March edition.

Secretary to liaise
with Head's PA

Responses had now been received to the queries regarding the two outstanding
monetary requests from the English and MFL Departments and the payments had been
authorised. The total amount required for the Food Technology Department equipment
had been slightly lower than originally requested, as shown in the Finance Report.
A decision about whether to apply for registered charity status had been deferred.
5. Finance Report
The Treasurer presented his report, a copy of which is attached to these minutes in the
minute file.
Total Net Income since the last meeting
Total Payments authorised
since the last meeting

274.91
2681.98

Total Cash at Bank and In Hand

£3283.68

Year to Date Income

£2629.03

Year to Date Expenditure

£3963.00

Parentpay donations have decreased and Maurice agreed to ask the Finance Director if a
general donation option could be added.
6. Monetary Requests
The committee felt that when a monetary request is made in the future, it would be very
helpful to invite a representative from the relevant school department to join the next
meeting to present a 'bid'.
It was also suggested that the School Council could be represented at PTA meetings and
members of staff will of course always be welcome.

Treasurer to
contact Finance
Director

7. Feedback from Previous Events
•

Year 9 Parents' Evening Uniform Sale - 29.1.18

The uniform sale was buoyant on the evening, and we also sold a small amount of
refreshments, raising a total of £180.
•

Drama Production - 8.2.18

The home-made cakes on the refreshment stall proved to be very popular and although
sales were relatively small, it was felt that the total raised of £62.40 was a very
worthwhile amount.
8. Forthcoming Events
•

Year 7 Parents' Evening Second Hand Uniform Sale - Monday 23 and 30 April

Volunteers were agreed for both evenings.
•

Committee

Summer Concert - 5.7.18

It was agreed to provide refreshments and to hold a raffle at the concert and offers of
help will be discussed nearer the time.
•

Mufti Day - 16 and 17.7.18 - Years 7, 8 and 9

The Chair wanted to ask for clarification from the Head's PA about whether the Mufti
Day was intended to be spread over two days, the cost and if the money would be
collected at school or by Parentpay.

Chair to liaise with
Head's PA

9. Fundraising Suggestions
The new committee had inherited a healthy balance of funds but fundraising could be
squeezed in the future with such a small committee. The logistics of holding PTA events
within school, for example with regards to arranging for the building to be open in the
evening and security etc, also needed to be considered. It was important to continue to
raise funds from our existing support of school events, such as uniform sales at parents'
evenings and refreshments at performances.
A Fashion Show was discussed, but the committee was cautious as a deposit is required
for this event which means a minimum number of ticket sales is necessary.

Chair/Secretary

A date in July will be requested for a second hand uniform sale for new Year 7 students
starting at school in September and this, together with the PTA's work, will be promoted
within the school information pack sent out to the new student intake. Committee
members reported that last year's sale was very successful.

Chair/Secretary

It was agreed that, in order to raise our profile, The Voice should be used to share
Chair/Secretary
information about the PTA and make requests for help, highlighting any specific items for
which funds are currently being raised. The next edition will report the total amount
donated to the school by the PTA so far this year, as well as the latest fundraising
activities and will ask for ideas, sponsorship, second hand uniform donations and
volunteers. Facebook can also promote PTA activities and gauge reaction to fundraising
ideas and the PTA school website page is another useful tool to circulate and promote
our message. A request will be made for the use of a display board in the main corridor
of school.
Easyfundraising.org.uk - Gill reported that she is in the process of registering the school
on the 'easyfundraising' website, which will enable us to raise additional funds from
online shopping. The 'easyfundraising' website is linked to over 3,300 well-known
retailers and a percentage of purchases is passed to Arthur Mellows at no additional cost
to the customer. Once this is set up a Parentmail will be sent out and information will be
included in The Voice and on the website.
Tesco Bags for Help is looking for new charities and good causes but needs a specific

initiative to support and this is currently being considered by SMT in school. Tesco
operates this scheme continually but a bid needs to be submitted as soon as possible.
It's possible that any funds raised through this will be passed directly to school.
The Christmas Fair was discussed again and it was felt that, as a major event, it would
need to be a joint project with the school.
10. Any Other Business
There was no other business.
11. Date of Next Meeting Monday 14 May at 7.15pm

